Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

N I H National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences

Governing for a healthy population: Towards an understanding of how
decision-making will determine our global health in a changing climate

Author(s): Bowen KJ, Friel S, Ebi K, Butler CD, Miller F, McMichael AJ
Year: 2012
Journal: International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health. 9 (1): 55-72

Abstract:

Enhancing the adaptive capacity of individuals, communities, institutions and nations is pivotal to protecting
and improving human health and well-being in the face of systemic social inequity plus dangerous climate
change. However, research on the determinants of adaptive capacity in relation to health, particularly
concerning the role of governance, is in its infancy. This paper highlights the intersections between global
health, climate change and governance. It presents an overview of these key concerns, their relation to each
other, and the potential that a greater understanding of governance may present opportunities to strengthen
policy and action responses to the health effects of climate change. Important parallels between addressing
health inequities and sustainable development practices in the face of global environmental change are also
highlighted. We propose that governance can be investigated through two key lenses within the earth
system governance theoretical framework; agency and architecture. These two governance concepts can
be evaluated using methods of social network research and policy analysis using case studies and is the
subject of further research.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijerph9010055

Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed

Policymaker, Researcher

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content
Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion, Review

Resilience: &

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: &

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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